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Regional Chairman 
Terry Cooke and 

the entire Regional 
Council are committed 
to sustainable 


development in 


: Greater Hamilton. : 


Chairman's Message 


elcome to Greater Hamilton. For decades, our Region has 


W 


Ovel 


been known and respected as the Industrial Centre 


Canada the years, we have recognized the need for a targeted 
approach to sustainable growth, 
life for the citizens of the Region, as well as fostering an entrepreneur- 


ial spirit that has propelled Greater Hamilton to its current status. 
Greater Hamilton is currently undergoing a Renaissance, building on 
our traditional manufacturing base and creating opportunities in 


growth sectors such as; Environmental, Health Care, Food and 


Beverage, and of course in Advanced Manufacturing. 


In Greater Hamilton 
an environment that nurtures growth, and we invite you to experience 


the Op portunities | fora securing a prosperous future in our Region. 
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Terry Cooke, 
Regional Chairman 


O f 


contributing to an enviable quality of 


_ we believe that success is indeed a-reflection of 


Citizens of the Region 
enjoy an enviable 
quality of life with 
our many outstanding 


recreational facilities. 
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Located in the heart f Greater Hamilton 


has an abundance 
of parkland and 


conservation areas. 


of southern Ontario, 
Greater Hamilton 
provides easy access 
to a market of over 
100,000,000. 


The Sustainable Region 


he Environmental Services and Technology sector has 
6 = become a key component in the Region’s growing economic 
emphasis on sustainable development. With a long and successful 


heritage in manufacturing, the Region has a keen awareness of the 


environmental impact of its industrial base as well as the need to develop 


products and services to deal effectively with environmental issues. 


As society continues to change its approach to waste from disposal to 
recycling and reuse, the environmental services industry is poised 
for expansion. 

Greater Hamilton is at the forefront of that activity as home to a number 
of environmental companies serving local and international markets. 


The Region is also a catalyst for various environmental initiatives. These 


range from being one of 21 communities selected worldwide as a Local 


Agenda 21 Model Community to participating in OCETA (Ontario 


Centre for Environmental Technology Advancement) and Vision 2020 


as a Region totally dedicated to the concept of sustainable development. 


A 1994 recipient of the Canadian Environmental Achievement Award, 
Greater Hamilton is actively promoting and reinventing a prosperous 


future in the economic sector. 


A planned approach : Cootes Paradise serves 


to sustainable PS as a reflection of the 
development has : variety and abundance 
resulted in a unique of environmental 
balance between achievements in 
lifestyle:and tein 2 the Region. 


commerce. 


There is a wide 
variety of affordable 
housing in urban, sub- 
urban and rural set- 
tings, providing resi- 
dents with a quality of 


life second to none: 


The world renowned 


| Royal Botanical 


Gardens are an oasis ~ 


of colour and 
green space inthe 


heart of he Region. 


A Regional Renaissance 


s Greater Hamilton continues to grow, the focus of that 
growth is changing. Manufacturing has been the economic 
mainstay, but as industry has undergone massive changes, so has the 


Region in anticipating and responding to this restructuring. 


The Renaissance project is a community driven strategic blueprint that 
charts the future course of economic development for the Region. This 
restructuring will guide the Region through the shift from older to new 
echnologies and enables local companies to target and restructure 


heir operations to maintain competitiveness. 


New opportunities present themselves as the economy continues to 


evolve. Health care and Education currently employ half of the Region's 
labour force. World renowned McMaster University leads the way in 
Research and Development. Global markets are opening to local com- 
panies, with strategic alliances enhancing competitiveness in those 
markets. With these changes, Greater Hamilton continues to provide 


unlimited opportunities for business and industry. 


McMaster University is Mohawk College 


a world leader in graduates are well 


health care research, qualified to contribute 
and a valuable resource ae 7 pean immediately to busi- 
for companies involved : _ hesses involved in any 
in emerging health care sth ne "number of growing 


technology. en as economic sectors. 


- Downtown Hamilton 
‘is the focal point of = 
the Region for o 


commerce and 


Companies such as pe - 


Liburdi Engineering 


have long recognized 


entertainment. 


Strategic Alliances & Partnerships 


s the saying goes - no man is an island. Nor is any company. 
ying 8 


We're all inter-connected. 


Understanding this inter-dependence, the Region encourages growth 
and innovation and has fostered an environment where this is possible. 
In an era where resources are becoming scarce, and service demands 
greater, companies are challenged to find effective solutions that are 
economically viable. By example, the Region has privatized its water 
and sewage treatment operations with Philip Utilities Management 
Corporation, a Hamilton-based spin-off of Philip Environmental that 
has led to significant cost savings for the Region while ensuing safe and 
reliable water and waste water management. Considerable economic 
development benefits in terms of job creation and investment have also 


been realized. 


The Region has developed a Food and Beverage Business Park in coop- 
eration with a private land developer, designed to meet the exacting 
needs of this burgeoning industry sector. It has also partnered with the 
local tourism industry under the Celebrate banner to foster a greater aware- 


ness and participation in tourism oriented events in Greater Hamilton. 


In one of the key identified 
economic sectors,Environmental 
services, Philip Environmental 


has enjoyed explosive growth, 


becoming one of the largest 


environmental companies in 


North America. 


Companies such as Fortinos 
have experienced tremendou: 
success in the growing Food 
and Beverage industry, 
another of the future growth 


sectors in Greater Hamilton. 


The privatization of the : 


The Celebrate tourism 


program has generated" es Region’s water treatment 2 a 


significant economic facilities fora “major” Se 
community is a first in North : 

"America, resulting in significant. : 

nefits to both the private and 
public sector. ee 


benefit with the partner- 
ships and co-operation 


initiated by the Region. 


Entrepreneurship 


major priority of the Region is to help spawn entrepreneurial 
actively that leads to new job creation and economic activity. 


The backbone to any sustainable economic future is the nurturing 


ep) 


environment provided for new business start-ups. To this end, 
Greater Hamilton has proven to be very helpful in supporting new 


business growth. 


aan Se 


The Region’ Business Advisory Centre has fostered numerous business 
opportunities for local entrepreneurs. For new entrepreneurs GHTEC 
has provided a sustaining incubator and wide range of business 
services for emerging technology-based companies. Region staff are 
also very active in helping source venture capital and developing 
partnership opportunities that provide a fertile ground for continued 


economic expansion. 


The Business Advisory ie) WR GHTECH is a business 


Centre provides support y ; — : incubator that allows 


and initial consultation ee AZ 4 > new high tech compa- 


for new and emerging aan SN nies the opportunity to 
business. Seas =. LS | develop their products 
or services in a 


structured environment. 


Greater Hamilton- 


New companies are con- 


tinually being developed a uniquely positioned 


in Greater Hamilton with environment to 


the support and backing ensure future success. 
of the Region to help them 


realize their full potential. 


REGIONAL 
MUNICIPALITY 
OF 


HAMILTON -WENTWORTH 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
1 JAMES STREET SOUTH, 
3RD FLOOR 
HAMILTON 
ONTARIO CANADA 
L8P 4R5 


(905) 546-4447 
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